Brief comment text:

Hams licensed as Technicians have a clear path to upgrade, that being the General Class license.  Their incentive was increased years ago with the elimination of the code requirement.  Dumbing down the requirements for any class license does not develop a dedicated, lasting incentive to acquire or upgrade an Amateur license.  The problem is NOT the difficulty of acquiring an Amateur license but the lack of interest of the part of young folks.  Incentive needs to be created through the presentation of amateur radio as a relevant, value add activity.  Please do not GIVE any additional privileges to any class of Amateur Radio license.  Privileges are not valued unless they are earned.  

The ARRL proposal seems to be a means to simply increase the sales of Amateur equipment manufacturers.  Simply put its about money.  The ARRL should be working on encouraging radio operators to join/support the ARRL rather than just increasing equipment sales.  An increased interest and support of the ARRL would result in more new Hams and a higher percentage of upgrades.

Thank You for listening!
Stan Nafziger/KF4BY
